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death or otherways of the captains thereof shall happen upon or after their
arrival, and commissions are to be granted them thereupon accordingly. In
the meantime, they are to have and receive, until such vacancies shall happen,
captain's pay and they are to do duty whenever and wherever you shall order
them and their services are wanted. If there is room in the Warren and
London one or both will proceed to you in these ships, otherwise they will take
their passage on the Bombay ships, and from thence get a conveyance to
Bengal.
183.    Captain   Zeigler   was   appointed   by  ourselves   a  captain   on   the
Bombay establishment by a commission bearing date the 12th February 1752,
and Captain Spears had a captain's commission granted him by the Gover-
nour and Council of Fort St. George on their establishment dated the 22nd
April 1754.   We therefore direct that Captain Zeigler and Captain Spears do
take rank upon our Bengal establishment according to the beforemeiitioned
dates, notwithstanding the dates of the commissions which are to be granted
by you on vacancies happening as beforementioned.
184.   James Lawrell, who was chosen a writer for Fort St. George, having
gone through a course of instruction in the Royal Academy at Woolwich,
and been recommended for having made a progress there in the qualifications
for a knowledge of fortification, as you are in want of people of this turn,
we have thought proper to transfer him to your establishment, and he is accord-
ingly to take rank as a writer next after Richard Barwell.   If he shall be found
capable of rendering us service in that branch under our Engineer, he is to be
employed'therein and encouraged according to his merit, but his being thus
to be employed must not prejudice his rank on the civil list.
185.    We shall not enter upon the disputes that have lately passed betwixt
our Resident at Bussorah and Messrs. Gee and Baldrick, because our Gov~
ernour and Council at Bombay have determined  them, though with some
partiality towards Mr. Shaw.   But we are sorry to see Mr. Baldrick's name so
soon again in those quarrels,  and we continue in the same sentiments of
returning that gentleman to England if his behaviour is not cleared up to
your satisfaction, and we once more declare to you, that if those free mer-
chants or others dare to  spurn at our authority, and misbehave to those
entrusted with our [affairs] we shall assuredly withdraw our protection from
those [offenders].   But there is a heavier charge exhibited by Mr. Shaw against
Mr. Baldrick, that he has defrauded us of our consulage at Bussorah to the
amount of three hundred tomands; this must be strictly and immediately
enquired into, and if he is found guilty, recover the same and send him to
England*
186.   As we have lately been in a state of hostility with the Nabob of
Bengal, and as it was doubtful whether our former grants were sufficiently
explicit with respect to such booty and plunder etc., as might be taken by our
land or sea forces from any of our Indian, enemies, or in the course of a national
war with any European power, we were advised and have accordingly applied
to His Majesty who, by his letters patent under the great seal of Great
Britain dated the 14th day of January in the thirty first year of his reign,
has been graciously pleased to grant to the Company for their own use (under
the exceptions therein mentioned) all such plunder and booty etc., as our land
sea forces may take from our enemies by sea or laud, and also such